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¢\ he purchased the oak-forested, sloping one-
"“"“?-QA acre property in 2001, yearning for a pl;m-
b to get away. The small, dilapidated French
Normandy-style house—formerly the caretaker’s
quarters of a larger estate—could be restored. “1
didn't need a house as much as I needed a place”
she says. “This property just spoke to me.”

Mendelsohn and her husband, Joel, entertain
formally at their primary residence. Because the
house could also be enlarged, this refuge to the
north would be where she, and sometimes a few
girlfriends, could “just be.”

With help from Los Angeles-based architect
Tanya Rosenberg, they developed a plan to restore
and enlarge the storybook house. Heeding the
county’s requirement to leave dozens of mature
coast live oaks undisturbed, they added needed
space by excavating below the original house’s
footprint. A garage and two small, ocragonal

buildings—guest quarters and hobby room—

would sit unobtrusively on the lower portion of

the property.

Mendelsohn hired Santa Barbara landscape
architect Susan Van Atta to complete her dream.
The two pored over pictures of gardens of every
style. Itdidn’t take long for Van Atta to translate the
look and feel her client desired to the site: tranquil
places, niches for indulging in Mendelsohn'’s

56 APRIL 2011 BOSLIVING.COM

passion for knitting, and areas where entertaining
could be done on an intimate scale when family
accompanied her. The designer’s challenge was
to artfully marry these requirements to the
distinctive character of the property.

“My first impression was, ‘It’'s all about the oak
trees,”” Van Atta recalls. “Like a place you'd come
across on a hike.”

Mendelsohn loved the idea of living along a
stream, but a nearby tributary of Cold Spring
Creek was on her neighbor’s land, hidden down
a steep bank behind a rustic sandstone wall.
Undaunted, Van Arta recontoured the land to
create a naturalistic, rocky watercourse that flows

into a small pond. A series of small cascades

fill the garden with the sound and coolness of

flowing water.
There was another problem: How to create a

system of paths across a property with 40 feet

of elevation change and an obstacle course of
oak trees? The solution was a hierarchy of

routes and surfaces. The primary walkways and
steps—closely fitted flagstone grouted to a solid
concrete foundation—steer clear of surface roots.
Secondary paths use informally arranged slabs
set gently on the soil, while remote areas are
simply topped with earth-colored shale to blend
with the surrounding soil.







THIS PAGE: Flowers afid foliage share the sgotlight throughout the garden
Mountain lifac {Ceanothus species) breaks bud in'tate winter, its cool biue
[Howers adding a soft glow (above left). Atthe sunny front porch {above cente
Van 'Atta used stirubs with bright foliage o animate the entrance and flanked
the door with rustic ums planted with bronzy blades of New Zealand flax, Like
little berets (near right), caps from nearby aucalyplus treesirest an creeping
thyme: that softens the gaps between stones, while delicate, milky-colored
lzaves of Westringla “Moming Light® (far night)—a tough Aussie that foves to
bivke in the sun—brighten the bed, A bell-shaped arbor (below left) supports
trumpet vines, repeating the arc of the gate’s grill, The Chinese symhbol in the
gate rapinds the cwner to “dream " OPPOSITE PAGE: In contrast to the
natural ripples of the terrain and the rugged oaks, these arttully cratted stairs
andfanding accent anothet auldoar space turnished with a bubbling urn fountain
and lusciously leafy bear's-breech [Acanthus mollis), Hol pink buds fram a
young Canadian redbud tree say spring has come to the hills of Montecito.

There are six outdoor rooms, each with a distinct purpose
and mood, At the uppermost portion of the property, a Chinese-
inspired gazebo holds a small table for impromptu me
away, the main patio boasts a fully furnished kitct

grill, smoker, two-burner range, sink, and refrigerator—with a

b table that seats 10 and a wide built-in bench surrounding

A small terrace connects the lower level of the house with the
garden, leading the eye across a tousled no-mow meadow through
rough-bark tree trunks to Sheila’s sanctuary—a Balinese pavilion
furnished with white curtains and a cushioned daybed, perched
alongside the tranquil pond.

At the low end of the property, hidden behind the guesthouse,
is another room where Mendelsohn can lose herself in her knitting
and crocheting. Just below and around a switchback, a two-person
swing hangs from a stout oak branch. It offers an idyllic view to
a pair of efully arching footbridges spanning the new stream.

Just as Van Atta was able to create a range of unique spaces for
outdoor activities, her skill in plant composition adds personality
to each room. Colorful flowers are introduced with a gentle hand:

¢ white iceberg roses underlaid with Santa Barbara daisies
outside the main gate; puffy pastel hydrangeas framing the view
from the bathtub. Everywhere else, flowers play a secondary role,
taking a backseat to the quiet interplay of plant forms and foliage
color. Van Atta enhanced the inherent charm of the site: “It was
like putting touches of makeup on an already beautiful woman.”




DREAM GARDEN TEAM
The followingarchitects and contractors translated
Sheila Mendelsohn's vision lur-her property into reality,

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT
‘Susan Van Atta

Van Ara Associates, Inc.
".'.l hr;i 'ﬁ:.l rf'ui“r:l .
805-730-7444

va-la.com

LANDSCAPE CONTRACTOR
R.G. Foil Landscapes. Inc.
Santa Barbara

805-965-3634

ARCHITECT

“Tanya Rosenberg

Tanya Morgan Rosenberg, Inc.
Los Angeles

310-476-3665

BUILDING CONTRACTOR
Donald Hanover

Hanover Builders, Inc.
Westlake Village
805-374-8684
hanoverbuildersine.com
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